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two out of twenty-one Communist candidates were elected. The Party
had nevertheless greatly improved its position in the Trade Unions as a
result of its wartime work in factories in support of maximum produc-
tion. It built up its strength rapidly in such unions as the Amalgamated
Engineering Union, the Electrical Trades Union, the Transport and
General Workers' Union, and one competent modern writer has gone so
far as to say that at this time the Communists were almost in control of
the trade union movement in Britain. Their success, however, had been
based on co-operation with the Labour Patty even though they were not
allowed to join it and when in 1947 another swing of Russian policy com-
pelled the British Communists to oppose the Labour Government and to
denounce the Marshall Plan, their wartime gains were quickly lost. The
decline was most noticeable amongst the members of the Young Com-
munists League.
In a desperate effort to retrieve their position the Communist Party of
Great Britain then returned to the policy of satellite organizations. The
Peace Front was perhaps the most effective of these organizations, and
many simple souls supported what they believed to be a genuine attempt
to save mankind from destruction. Once again the Labour Party kept its
head and proscribed the numerous bodies of this kind and indeed from
that time onward it has regularly published lists of societies and associ-
ations which are really cloaks for Communist activities. This bold action,
combined with the steps taken by the Labour Government to implement
die plans for a Welfare State, made the position of the Communist Party
precarious.
At this stage the Trades Union Congress warned British workers that
the object of the Communist Party of Great Britain was to sabotage the
European Recovery Programme and in 1948 it suggested that unions
should consider debarring Communists from Union office. The response
naturally differed from Union to Union, but the action of the Trades
Union Congress undoubtedly weakened the position of the Communists
in many industries, though they could not be dislodged from such bodies
as the Electrical Trades Union. Nor could the Trades Union Congress,
in 1949, prevent the Communists from organizing a wholly unjustified
dock strike, from which the British dockers had nothing to gain.
In the meantime, the Communist Party of Great Britain had yet another
experience of a double switch in policy under Soviet direction. In 1947,
Party leaders were almost lyrical in their praise of the virtues of Tito and
the achievements of Yugoslavia, but within a few days of Stalin's break
with Tito on January i, 1948, the Political Committee of the Communist